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A Woman Who Succeeded Through Sheer 
Perseverance 

 

Weherayaya is a village situated in Wellawaya consisting of peasant agricultural families. Chandani 

Deepika and her husband Wipulasena and their three sons are members of this community. 

 

Agriculture is their main occupation. The family lived in a hand to mouth existence as their 

cultivation depended mainly on rainfed irrigation. During the time of severe drought, the entire 

community, very often had to sought State relief for their day to day existence. 

 

Chandani Deepika, witnessed, how some of her neighbours are participating in activities introduced 

by an organization located in Wellawaya, organizing families to develop themselves. Chandani 

Deepika with the help of a friend participated in a gathering, of this Community Based Organization 

(CBO) in one of her neighbour’s house. 

 

While listening to their deliberations, she came to know of Arthavida Intermediary Ltd (AIL) and 

their activities in her community. She sat silently and thought of a way to cultivate her 5 acre of 

land. After the meeting she spoke to the Community Facilitator, Tharanga Sandaruwan and the 

Manager, Ms.Gayani Kumari and explained her plight to them.  

 

She invited them to visit her home, which is in close proximity. They obliged her request. They sat 

on a wooden bench under the shade of a mango tree. They listened to her failures and expectations, 

examined the land and, requested her to become a member of the Arthavida “Samagi” C.B.O. 

Before their departure, they advised her to concentrate on developing about one acre of land and 

cultivate short term crops, so that she would be able to reap benefits within a short period and to 

start preparing the land in anticipation of the incoming rain. 

 

Chandani enrolled herself as a member of the C.B.O. She with her husband, commenced clearing a 

portion of the land. She submitted an application through her C.B.O. for a loan of Rs.20,000 to 

cultivate red inion in an acre of land. She and her husband had series of discussions with the 

Community Facilitator and was successful in obtaining the loan before the rain set in. 

 

The land was ready and they took extra precautions in selecting quality seedlings. They consulted 

the Agriculture Extension officers of the area and they provided them with necessary guidance. 

 

The husband and wife took extra precaution to select an auspicious time and a day to plant the 

seedlings hoping for a successful harvest. 

 

They worked hard with tender care and she looked up on her husband as a resource with his 

experience in the field. The three sons continued their help by watering the plants etc. 

 

After a lapse of three month of hard work and tender care the grand day for the harvesting came. 

They followed the same rituals that are followed by the community in such occasions. The members 
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of the C.B.O. volunteered, participated in uprooting the onions and bundling them into small 

bundles and hung them to the raiters in the open shade for drying. Community participation is an 

obligation that one should serve in a similar manner to other members in return. 

 

The family derived an income of approximately Rs.200,000/- from the sale of onions. They settled 

the loan and kept the rest for future purposes. They were very happy and their sons continued their 

education at the village school. The mother was eager to see their son’s success in education and 

provided them the necessary love and guidance. 

 

Following a custom in the area, the family offered alms to the village temple together with a curry 

made out of onion from the harvest and offered milk rice, oil cake and other sweet meat to daitees, 

provided extra food for birds and animals to consume. Later they shared the food with the 

community hoping for a better future. 

 

The family was happy. They were able to complete the half built house and furnish it to same extent. 

The children were happy with comfort that they are enjoying. The couple was discussing day and 

night as to how they could develop their entire land. 

 

She, one day met Gayani of Arthavida Intermediary Ltd and sought her opinion. Chandani with her 

husband’s blessings applied for second loan of Rs.40,000/- to cultivate Spiny Guard and Papaw in  

one acre of land as these varieties fetched a huge price in the open market. As Chandani is a reliable 

member of the C.B.O. she was successful in getting the loan and they anticipated a continues income 

for a period of time. 

 

The family was lucky to derive a considerable income from the yeild. After much thought they 

decided to invest in purchasing a brand new tractor. Wipulasena was keen in having a tractor to 

himself because he possessed a competent licence to drive a tractor. This was purchased on a 

monthly installment payment basis. 

 

They were able to transport their products to the market and were able to earn an additional income 

from transporting products from the neighborhood. They had no difficulty in settling the 

installments for the tractor in due time. 

 

During the given period she settled the loan and applied for a third loan of Rs.50,000 to cultivate 

papaw in one acre of land and to cultivate ground nuts in another two acers of land.  

 

During this period, she became popular with her community work and the C.B.O recognized her as 

a trustworthy member. Their eldest son was successful in the General Certificate of Education, 

Ordinary level examination with a merit pass and the other two are in the junior grades. In the 

afternoons and weekends they helped their parents in their work. Meanwhile Chandani Deepika in 

addition to her involvement with Arthavida activities, got involved with the agriculture organization 

in the area.  

 

During the month of November 2018, Chandani was informed of a pleasant news, that the 

agriculture organization has offered her a ground nut peeling machine at half the price. The cost of 
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the machine being RS.900,000/-, Chandani was expected to pay Rs 450,000/- and purchase the 

machine. The husband and wife were overjoyed with the offer and at the same time they were 

unhappy, that they were left with only half the amount of the money they require. The two thought 

of the offer and decided that they should make use of it. They needed only Rs 200,000/- and the 

rest they had with their savings. The following day, early morning Chandani and her husband met 

the manager of Arthavida Intermediary and informed of the happy news and that they are willing 

to make use of the offer. Gayani Kumari while recognizing her perseverance and integrity with AIL 

recomended to help her and requested to submit an application for another loan of Rs 200,000/- 

for approval from the AIL head office. The loan was approved and a cheque for RS 200,000/- was 

handed over by the manager Gayani to Chandani among a gathering of CBO members.  

 

The machine was brought to the house in their own tractor and there were a large gathering from 

the community to grace the occasion. A respectable elderly gentleman sprinkled blessed water on 

the machine and Chanted stanzas. They stayed for several hours enjoying a cup of tea, chewing 

beetle leaves and happily chatting to each other. While making use of the ground nut peeling 

machine during the first season itself, they were successful of making an income over Rs 250,000/- 

in addition to peeling off their products.  

 

With the dawn Chandani as usual cooks meals for breakfast and lunch, wash herself, await for their 

sons departure to school. The sons bent down on their knees with folded arms, worship their 

parents. The father and mother touched their foreheads and murmur together, “may god 

Katharagama bless and protect you”. They now cultivate 15 acres of additional land obtained on a 

short term lease to cultivate short term yielding crops, engaging paid lobour.  

 

Wipulasena after hard days labour, on his way back home, wash and clean the tractor, bath himself 

and returns home. With the sun set Chandani and the children, dip in the stream nearby, comes 

home, offers flowers to Lord Buddha and bless the deities. She drops insence powder into an 

incensory with burning charcoal, carries with it to each and every room and allow its smoke to 

spread all over remembering all who helped them at a time of need. She comes out and hand over 

the smoky incensory to her husband. He takes it from her, holds it under the steering wheel of the 

tractor and the newly bought peeling machine and hand it back to his wife. 

 

The husband as usual, before commencing his work, sits on the seat of the tractor, bow his head, 

touch the steering wheel three times with both hands and starts the engine, glancing at his wife. 

Chandani Deepika with a cloth wrapped around her head to avoid the burning morning sun, stands 

solemnly  with a stool in her hand awaiting her husband’s departure.    

        

 

   

  

 
 


